CRISIS  OF  THE   EIGHTEENTH   CENTURY

JTHE   CRISIS   LEADING   UP   TO   THE
REVO LUTION

These financial embarrassments provoked the crisis which gave
birth to the Revolution. Neither anger at the abuses nor the
desire for liberty and equality was enough to change the system
of government, for the Government and the privileged classes,
who were interested in its maintenance, still retained the power
of preventing any reform. Some further mode of action was re-
quired if the Government was to be deprived of its power, and
the privileged classes of their privileges; the Government alone
could furnish this, but it had neither the desire nor any induce-
ment to do so. It was the need of money that provoked a conflict
between the Government and the privileged classes, the import
of which was not perceived by either of the opposing parties.
Both were interested in the maintenance of the ancien regime, the
Government in order that it might exercise its absolute power,
the privileged classes in order to remain exempt from the burden
of taxation. But neither of them wanted to defend more than a
part of the system, while attacking the other part. The Govern-
ment caused uneasiness among the privileged classes by proposing
a tax which did away with inequality; the privileged classes
retorted by demanding political liberty, which did away with the
absolute power. By demanding the summoning of the States-
General the privileged classes had a share in forging the instru-
ment necessary for the Revolution, and by granting their demand
the Government helped them to do so.

The conflict started when the Assembly of Notables refused to
sanction equality of taxation; it continued when the Parlement
of Paris offered opposition to the taxes and loans; it became acute
when the Parlement, excited by a struggle that had lasted for a
year and a half, gave currency to formulas suggested by the ex-
ample of England and foreign to French tradition, such as the
following: The principle of the French monarchy is that taxes
should be sanctioned by those who have to pay them.' -'Liberty
is not a privilege, but a right.' - 'France is a monarchy governed
by the king in accordance with the laws.' - 'It is the right of every
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